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Proclamation 7666—National 
Charter Schools Week, 2003 
April 25, 2003 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Charter schools provide many children 

with a first-class education, and they have 
gained national recognition for their account-
ability standards, innovative programs, and 
success with young people. The high expecta-
tions they set and the opportunities for devel-
opment they create help students attending 
charter schools realize their potential and 
achieve their dreams. 

Charter schools are held to the same 
standards, including curriculum standards, as 
traditional schools, and are also accountable 
to students, parents, and community leaders 
for producing results and improving achieve-
ment. By defining expected goals and offer-
ing options for children trapped in low-per-
forming schools, charter schools help im-
prove the overall quality of education in 
America. 

The success of charter schools is evident 
in the achievements of the children who at-
tend those schools and in the positive re-
sponse from the communities they serve. In 
little more than a decade, 2,700 charter 
schools have opened in 36 States and the 
District of Columbia, and nearly two-thirds 
of these schools have waiting lists. Forty 
States and the District of Columbia have en-
acted charter school laws, and this year four 
additional States began considering charter 
school laws. To help State and local districts 
provide parents with more quality education 
alternatives, I have proposed increased fund-
ing for charter schools so that more of our 
children can receive the gift of a good edu-
cation. 

The accomplishments of charter schools 
prove that we can improve our public edu-
cation system by replacing low expectations 
with a culture of achievement that rewards 
success and does not tolerate failure. Over 
the last 2 years, my Administration has taken 
steps to realize this vision by supporting ac-
countability for results, expanded parental 
choice, increased local flexibility, and a focus 

on what works. With the No Child Left Be-
hind Act of 2001, we continue to build a 
stronger educational foundation for Amer-
ica’s children. States are now responsible for 
improving student achievement in public 
schools by maintaining tough academic 
standards and setting annual progress goals. 
The law further requires regular testing to 
ensure all students are proficient in reading 
and math and to help identify learning prob-
lems. 

My Administration is working to provide 
the resources schools need to fund education 
reform and achieve these high standards. We 
have increased funding for elementary and 
secondary education by 36 percent in the last 
2 years, and the Federal Government will 
spend nearly $24 billion on these programs 
this year. Through the new Reading First 
program, over $500 million has been distrib-
uted to 29 States to assist with reading pro-
grams that help ensure that our children will 
know how to read by the third grade. Expan-
sions of our charter schools, and reforms in 
traditional public schools, are helping build 
the mind and character of our future leaders. 

During National Charter Schools Week, 
we renew our commitment to our children 
and their education. I urge every American 
to visit a charter school and learn about its 
efforts to help children in their community. 
Charter schools are just one of many success-
ful alternatives that ensure that no child is 
left behind. By raising expectations and fos-
tering hope, we can help build a future of 
promise for our next generation of Ameri-
cans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through 
May 3, 2003, as National Charter Schools 
Week. I commend the States with charter 
schools, and I call on parents of charter 
school children to share their success stories 
with others so that all Americans may under-
stand more about the important work of 
charter schools. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
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America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 29, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on April 30. 

Proclamation 7667—National 
Volunteer Week, 2003 
April 25, 2003 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Volunteering is central to the American 

character and is a fundamental expression of 
responsible citizenship. From our Nation’s 
earliest days, people came together to do 
whatever was needed for the public good— 
from raising barns and providing mutual se-
curity to organizing educational activities and 
caring for their neighbors. Though our coun-
try has changed dramatically since its found-
ing, the need for service has not. During Na-
tional Volunteer Week, we recognize our 
proud legacy of volunteer service and resolve 
to encourage more Americans to continue 
strengthening our country by helping others. 

This is a time for all Americans to be active 
citizens, not spectators. For that reason, I 
have created the USA Freedom Corps to mo-
bilize our citizens and provide opportunities 
for individuals and organizations to con-
tribute to important causes. As part of this 
initiative, I have asked all Americans to dedi-
cate at least 4,000 hours over the rest of their 
lives to serving their neighbors and their Na-
tion. Since that call to service, our citizens 
have responded with an outpouring of kind-
ness that is transforming our country, one 
heart and one soul at a time. According to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, more than 59 
million Americans volunteered last year 
through charitable organizations. 

These individuals served in a variety of 
ways—mentoring and tutoring children, pro-
viding companionship to the elderly, running 
community theaters and arts programs, 
cleaning highways and parks, staffing essen-

tial community organizations, and offering 
physical and spiritual aid to the hungry and 
homeless. In addition, citizen volunteers 
have contributed to the ongoing war on ter-
ror by helping families and communities pre-
vent, prepare for, and respond to emer-
gencies. Across our Nation, our citizens are 
recognizing that everyone can do something 
to help and that serving those in need bene-
fits the volunteer also. 

My Administration has taken several steps 
to build on this progress and continue the 
momentum created by these millions of acts 
of service. Most recently, I formed the Presi-
dent’s Council on Service and Civic Partici-
pation, and charged them with creating a na-
tionwide recognition program called the 
President’s Volunteer Service Awards. These 
awards will be given to individuals and orga-
nizations engaged in a variety of volunteer 
services who have made a sustained commit-
ment to service over the course of 1 year, 
and enhance our ability to pay tribute to vol-
unteers and the impact their service has on 
our communities and our country. 

National Volunteer Week offers each of us 
the opportunity to recognize one of the true 
strengths of our Nation—the compassionate 
spirit of our citizens. I urge all Americans 
to continue to uphold this spirit and answer 
the call to service to help ensure that all our 
citizens realize the promise of America. To-
gether, we can achieve a hopeful future for 
all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through 
May 3, 2003, as National Volunteer Week. 
I call on all Americans to join together to 
celebrate the invaluable work that volunteers 
perform every day across our country, and 
to commit themselves to do more for their 
neighbors in need through the many volun-
teer programs available in their communities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 


